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authorities, as well as all existing National Insurance
Schemes, but the future scope of social insurance is
far wider and will require much special legislation. In
brief, the intention is to insure the entire population,
whatever their age, income, and occupation, against
unemployment, sickness, and old age by means of their
own contributions (except in the case of children and
the aged), contributions by employers (except in the
case of persons not employed by others), and con-
tributions by the State. In addition, there will be
family allowances towards the cost of maintenance of
all children, except the first in each family; insur-
ance against industrial injuries (on the contributory
basis outlined above), to cover all kinds of accidents at
work, which have hitherto been covered only partially
and with difficulty by the Workmen's Compensation
Acts; and larger provision for widows and orphans.
There is also to be a free Health Service, designed to
give every citizen the same chance of good health as
has been enjoyed by the wealthiest classes in the past.
The biggest change is the nationalisation of the
hospitals, which will be transferred from the local
authorities or voluntary committees to the control of
Regional Hospital Boards under the Ministry of
Health. Then the system of free doctoring, first
introduced by the Insurance Act of 1911, will be
greatly extended and developed, so that everyone
may have access to free medical and dental treatment of
all kinds, though practitioners will be allowed to take
fee-paying patients in addition, if they can find them,
and will have their professional independence further
safeguarded by the fact that the local authorities
choose only one-third of the members of the Executive
Councils by which doctors will be controlled. All